Spring in Japan is all about the sakura
(cherry blossom). Hanami (flower viewing)
reports appear on the news, announcing
when and where the blossom is at optimum
viewing condition, as the wave of flowers
sweeps northwards.
Scotland may not have such a deep love
affair with cherry blossom as the Japanese,
but both countries do share a deep
appreciation for flowers, plants and nature in
general.
Back in the UK, Japan 150 is in full swing
and 2009 promises to be a busy year for
The Society, with lots of exciting events to
celebrate 150 years of friendship between
the UK and Japan.
In this edition of the newsletter, we speak to
Jonathan King, whose speech took victory
at the recent Japanese Speech Contest; we
dig deeper into hidden Japan with a travel
story from Ken Forman, we explore the
Scottish contribution to Japan’s Meiji period
and we learn a little about Japanese enkai
(party) culture.
Until next time, dewa mata!

Elementary school children greeting their foreign English
teacher (front cover) in Ono, Fukui. Vending machines
selling highly caffeinated “genki” drinks are a very
common sight in Japan (pictures: Sam Baldwin). For
more pictures see The Gallery on pages 8 and 9.

Sam Baldwin (JSofS Newsletter Editor)
OFFICERS OF THE SOCIETY

Contents
Children from Kamisho Elementary......front cover
Hidden Japan.......................................................3
Japanese Speech Victory.....................................6
The Gallery...........................................................8
The Enkai Explained..........................................10
Scotland's Contribution to the Meiji Period.........14
JSofS Events Calendar.........................back cover

The JSofS newsletter is published twice
a year. We always welcome your
Japan-Scotland related news, articles
and photographs. Interested advertisers
can also contact the editor at:
jsofsnewsletter@googlemail.com

Honorary President - H.E. The Japanese Ambassador
Honorary Vice President - Consul-General of Japan
Edinburgh
Honorary Patron - Lord Bruce of Elgin and
Kincardine
Honorary Vice-Patron - Mr. James Wardrop
Council Chairman - Rev. Prof Stuart D.B. Picken
Order of the Sacred Treasure
Hon. Secretary - Mr. Charles Edmond
Hon. Treasurer - Mr. Ken Forman
Membership Secretary - Mr. Tim Steward
Newsletter Editor - Mr. Sam Baldwin
Council Members:
Dr. Ian Astley
Mr. Geoff Goolnik
Dr. Helen Parker
Ms. Emi Sakamoto
Ms. Saeko Yazaki

JET Association Liaison - Ms. Elaine Mulholland
JSofS Scottish Charity Number No SC037309

email: jsofsnewsletter@googlemail.com | JSofS Newsletter Winter/Spring 2009 | www.JapanSocietyofScotland.org.uk 2

Hidden Japan

Cows are rarely
seen in Japan

By Ken Forman
JSofS Society Treasurer
Towards the end of last year, my wife
and I returned to Japan for our
second holiday there. Having
followed the main tourist trail last
time, we decided to explore some of
the less well trodden parts of the
country, at least as far as foreign
visitors are concerned. The title of
this article refers to some aspects of
Japan that are less well known and
perhaps less obvious to the casual
visitor. I will write about them in the
rest of this article.
"Where's the beef?"1 One thing I noticed
some time ago whilst travelling around rural
Japan is the absence of livestock on farms.
Japan is famous for its beef and there is a
growing consumption of dairy products but
you rarely see cattle (or indeed any farmed
animals). I was told that Hokkaido was the
place. "Go up there and you'll see plenty",
they said. Well, we spent a week in
Hokkaido driving from the southern end right
into the centre and we only saw one field of
dairy cows. We saw signs for a couple of
cattle farms but these were too much of a
diversion for us to visit. So where are they?
We passed many fields that looked like
pasture land but there were no animals to
be seen. My theory is that they may have
been taken inside for the winter which
certainly is harsh in these parts.
We had sat-nav in our rental car. It was my
first experience of using this gadget,
anywhere, let alone in Japan, where the
lady behind the screen insisted in talking in
Japanese which did challenge me at times. I
guess they do not get many foreigners
picking up a rental car at Hakodate airport,
as we were greeted by a delegation from the
local tourist information office who wanted
us to complete a questionnaire during our
travels and return it with the car. They were
somewhat disappointed to learn that I would
not be returning to Hakodate but instead

leaving the car some distance away. As
they could not come up with an alternative
solution they reluctantly had to return to
their office and wait for the next hapless
tourist to arrive.
But back to the sat-nav. It all worked pretty
well, once I had mastered which sequence
of buttons to push to get it to locate my
destination (using the phone number) and
select the route. However I did encounter
roads that were not on the system. In
particular, a tunnel, at least 5 miles long on
the approach to Toya-ko Onsen. This is
volcano country and the old road was
severely damaged by an eruption in 2000. It
has since been replaced by the tunnel. I did
not know this at the time I drove through the
tunnel, but did wonder why the temperature
in the tunnel was higher (no, that's not
true!). I don't know when the tunnel was
opened but I would have expected a sat-nav
system to be more up-to-date. Another road
which was not on the system was relatively
minor, converting a T-junction into a cross
roads, although it did not look to me as
though the 'new' road was recently built.
At the start of our holiday our friends took us
on a drive from Tokyo to Mount Fuji. In the
dense woodlands around the base of the
mountain I noticed several cars parked
individually by the side of the road, some
perched at what appeared to be a rather
unstable angle. Eventually my curiosity got
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Matsutake mushrooms Inverness (inver – mouth of
river, ness – river Ness).
Some words have a
particularly poetic
derivation. I was discussing
trees with one of my
Japanese friends and she
told me that the Japanese
rowan is known as nana
kamado (literally: seven
cooking stove). This is
because rowan wood is
particularly difficult to burn
and it is said that you need
to light it seven times
before it will burn properly.
I have a wood burning
stove and certainly find it is
harder to burn than other
the better of me and I asked my friend if he
common types of tree but I have never tried
knew why they were there. "Yes", he said,
to light it seven times! Incidentally, the
"the people will be mushroom hunting".
rowans were amongst the most colourful
Japan's per capita mushroom consumption
trees we saw in Japan, particularly in the
is one of world's largest and picking from the cities, with their branches laden with large
wild is still relatively common.
bunches of red berries.
The matsutake mushroom is generally
regarded as the king of the edible
mushrooms being prized for its aroma and
flavour. They are, however, relatively rare
and can command a price of Y10,000 each
(or 75 of our currently depressed pounds).
So if you know where to find them you are
likely to keep it a closely guarded secret.
Hunters tend to forage alone, penetrating
deep into the woods trying to find their
secret spot. It is claimed that some of these
people get lost, sometimes for ever,
although I have not been able to find hard
evidence for this. Maybe they should get a
portable sat-nav!
I must confess to a rather basic knowledge
of the Japanese language. I learn words
without knowing their derivation. However, I
sometimes stumble across the explanation
for why a particular word is used and have
found that many words are derived from
natural phenomena or human activities.
Place names are a good example, as
indeed they are in English. E.g.Yokohama
(yoko – beside, hama - sea shore),

I am very lucky to have many friends in
Japan which helps enormously in
appreciating the Japanese lifestyle and in
discovering things that I may never
otherwise have stumbled on by myself. On
visiting one of my friends we had tea with a
difference. This was soba-cha. I think it was
the first time I had tasted it (although in my
time I have sampled many things without
knowing what they are). It is a brown tea
made from roasted buckwheat kernels and
has a mild, toasty taste. Apparently it is
good for digestion and combating high blood
pressure. We thought we should buy some
to take home but visited several
supermarkets and department stores,
including Mitsukoshi, in vain. I tried asking
shop assistants but was invariably directed
to green tea soba. Perhaps it was my
linguistic skills (or rather lack of them). I
spoke to a shopper who knew what I was
looking for but could only say rather
mysteriously "Yes, it's normally very hard to
find, but sometimes easy to find."
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One aspect of Japanese culture that I
particularly enjoy is a visit to an onsen. To
walk into the bath room, wash and bathe in
the scalding water makes me feel almost
Japanese. I don't remember when I first
experienced onsen but I'm sure I was very
sheepish on that occasion. On this trip we
stayed at five different onsen and by the end
I was feeling very casual about the whole
thing.
I think it was in Hakodate that I first noticed
that some men were going through a sliding
door at the far end of the bath room and so
it was that I discovered the 'rotemburo' or
outdoor bath. I now suspect that most if not
all the onsen I had visited before also had
rotemburo, but I just did not realise it. All
those I sampled were made of stone and
concrete although I believe there are
wooden ones as well. It adds an extra
dimension to lie back in the hot water and
look out at the sky or overhanging trees. In
fact, since we were there in the autumn, and
some days were quite windy, leaves were
being blown into the bath. The water, from a
hot spring, contains a high concentration of
minerals which in the process of bathing
enter the body and are meant to provide
some therapeutic benefit. I don't know if the
leaves add any further benefits but they do
add to the atmosphere!
The other aspect of onsen bathing is that
invariably a Japanese gentleman will try to
strike up a conversation with me
which can be somewhat
embarrassing as "wakarimasen"
(I don’t understand) tends to
feature prominently in my side of
the dialogue! I remember one
elderly man who told me he had
been to Edinburgh but his story
went on for several minutes and
I really had very little idea of
what he was telling me. Anyway,
he seemed quite happy. Most of
the time I never saw the these
men again but on one occasion,
I fell into conversation with a
younger Japanese man and
next day when we were leaving

he and his family were also making an exit
and we renewed our friendship.
For those who are less enthusiastic about
the onsen experience, I discovered an
alternative when we were in Hokkaido.
Some onsen towns have public foot baths
and even hand baths. The principle is the
same – bathing imparts the benefits of the
minerals in the water by soaking through the
feet or hands. We saw locals using foot
baths but we were the only people we saw
using a hand bath (in Toya-ko). In fact while
we were bathing our hands, a Japanese
gentleman requested our permission to take
our photograph and asked a few questions.
Later we discovered that he worked at an
excellent museum of volcanoes and was
collecting information about visitors to the
town so perhaps we will feature in some
publicity material.
Once again we had a really interesting and
memorable experience. Thanks to our
Japanese friends we were able to scratch
beneath the surface and uncover a wealth
of cultural interest some of which I am
pleased to be able to share with you.
1The

phrase "Where's the beef?" was
popularised in the US about 20 years ago to
question the substance of an argument etc.
It was first used in a TV commercial
comparing the amount of beef in different
hamburger products.

Bathing weary palms in the hand bath
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Japanese Speech Contest Victory What was
We caught up with Jonathan King,
winner of the recent Fourth Japanese
Speech Competition for University
Students, to get his thoughts on
Japan, Japanese and the speeches.
What exactly does the speech
competition entail?
There are two stages to the
competition. The first involves the
submission of an essay in Japanese
and a phone interview, and is used to
evaluate candidates' Japanese
proficiency. If successful, the next step
is the finals.
There are usually five to six finalists in
each of the two groups (those majoring
in Japanese & those not), and they
must compete within their own groups
for first or second place. For students
majoring in Japanese this means giving
a speech of eight to ten minutes before
a large audience in London, followed by
a five minute Q&A session. All in
Japanese, of course.
Those reading other subjects must do
the same, only their speeches are six to
eight minutes, Q&A sessions two to
three.
How is the competition judged and
by whom?
Although speeches are performed
before an audience, the final decision is
made by a select panel of judges
including both native and non-native
speakers of Japanese. As well as
candidates' Japanese ability, the
contents and quality of their speeches
are also evaluated.

the
subject of
your
speech,
and why
did you
choose
that
subject?
My speech
was about
the
Japanese
Jonathan King in action
lay judge
system (saibaninseido) scheduled to be
implemented this May. Having been
fortunate enough to observe the
Japanese criminal justice system firsthand during my year abroad at Waseda
University, I felt there were important
reasons behind the system's
introduction that had not been fully
explained and were the source of much
of the public's scepticism. Through my
speech I hoped to bring this information
to light and thus encourage audience
members to reconsider the necessity
and suitability of the new lay judge
system.
What did other competitors speak
about?
There was a variety of interesting
topics, including speeches on robotics
and even sign language. Unfortunately I
was unable to hear any of these, as my
speech was the very last of the event
and until it was my turn I was in the
waiting room trying desperately to
memorise a newly-amended script. I'm
really looking forward to listening to the
other candidates' speeches when the
DVD of the competition arrives.
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Why did you decide to study
Japanese?
That's a good question, but one to
which I'm not entirely sure I know the
answer. My father had visited Japan for
business on a number of occasions,
and whilst he doesn't speak the
language, he absolutely loved the
country and its unique culture. I suspect
this was one of the deciding factors,
although I, myself, have always had a
passion for languages and found
Japanese fascinating. It wasn't until
joining Edinburgh University that I
actually began to study Japanese, but
the more I learned from the teachers
here the more I felt myself drawn to it.
Have you been to Japan, and if so,
where did you go, and where did you
like most?
Including my year abroad I have visited
Japan two or three times, some of the
more obscure destinations including
Sado island and Yamaguchi prefecture.
No matter where one goes in Japan,
there's always something new to
experience - be it a local delicacy or a
special tradition - and the local people
are generally very hospitable.
That said, Tokyo holds a special place
in my heart because of the truly
wonderful people I met during my time
there. The city is a wonder in itself,
containing everything you can imagine
and more - I lived there for almost
twelve months during my year abroad
but every day still felt like a new
adventure.
What are your future plans regarding
Japan/Japanese and employment?
I'm keeping my options open, but most
definitely want to use Japanese in the
future both for business and pleasure.

With a strong interest in international
business and Asia, I would almost
certainly jump at an opportunity to
relocate to Japan or elsewhere in the
Asia Pacific region.
What are your favourite aspects of
Japanese culture?
The kind and trustworthy nature of the
Japanese people; I've never felt safer or
more welcome than when in Japan. I'm
also fascinated by what I like to call
their "adopt and adapt" culture, the
ability to absorb foreign concepts or
technologies and then adapt them to
suit their own particular needs.
This can even be seen at work in the
new lay judge system, which is in fact
an amalgamation of principles and
practices from the Anglo-American jury
trial and the continental European
mixed court.
How do you think Japan is viewed by
the Scottish and how is Scotland
viewed by the Japanese?
This is by no means peculiar to the
Scottish people, but I suspect that when
most people think of Japan they think of
three things: cool gadgets, sushi and
samurai. There is obviously a lot more
to Japan and the Japanese people, and
I cannot recommend strongly enough
that we open our minds to other
aspects of their intriguing culture as
well.
The same can be said of Scotland, with
the Loch Ness Monster, bagpipes and
kilts usually topping the list. That said,
the more knowledgeable Japanese are
also aware of the beauty of Edinburgh's
architecture and the highlands, as well
as Scotland's infamous deep-fried Mars
Bars!
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Pictures by Ms. Emi Sakamoto & Ms. Saeko Yazaki

Above: Paintings by Noriko McTavish displayed at a recent exhibition

Below: JSof S
Bounenkai
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Various demonstrations at Japan Day, October 08

Launch of the Thomas Blake Glover
Scholarship Fund
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What Happens at the Enkai,
stays at the Enkai
Extracts from a JET’s diary: Part 2
By Sam Baldwin

Japanese teachers work long
hours; a ten hour day seems
standard, but they sometimes
stretch to twelve or longer during
busy periods. Whether they
actually get more work done than
their lazy eight-hour-a-day
western counterparts is another
matter. To compensate for their
sacrifices, they reward themselves
by having frequent enkai. An
enkai is a work night out; these
normally take place after extra
special effort has been put in to
school life, for example after
sports day, after a big school
festival or after an important
evaluation by the board of
education.
The enkai is certainly an important
element of a school teacher’s life, as it
is deemed essential to have good
relationships with your co-workers. It is
also a mutually exclusive event – no
husbands, wives, friends or family
allowed.

in fact appeared to be part of the school
rules. This was one of the few times
when teachers could talk freely without
the restrictions and hierarchy of school
life.

One way they ensured that a drunken
state was achieved, was by never
letting anyone’s glass get empty.
Enkai nornally began at about 6pm and However, in Japanese drinking
etiquete, it is bad form to fill your own
took place at a local traditional
Japanese resturant. These were always glass; bottles of beer and sake are
placed on the table and it is your duty to
large private rooms with tatami (rice
ensure that your neighbour’s glasses
straw) mats and low tables where we
are always full. This was a
sat on the floor. A quick speech would
responisibility that was taken very
be given by the kocho sensei
(headmaster) to congratulate everybody seriously by my collegues. I would only
have to take a tiny sip from my full
on their hard work, which would be
followed by a kampai! (cheers!) toast of glass, (thereby reducing the volume of
liquid by 2 cubic millitres), and I would
beer or sake (rice wine) and then the
be instantly pounced upon by a coparty is started. Getting very drunk at
worker who would top up my glass to
enkai was very much encouraged and
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the brim, replacing the vital lost fluids.
With this method of drinking, it is
impossible to gauge how much you
have drunk of an evening.
Enkai were one of my fondest
memories of my time in Japan. I always
felt honoured to
expereince such
an interesting
insight into
Japanese social
life, as well as
my collegues’
personal lives.
The venues for
enkai were the
most traditonal
little tatami mat
rooms. These
aren’t the sort of
places that I
would ever had
known exisited;
indeed, from the
outside, they
looked like any
other wooden
home in my little
town of Ono, but
inside, the smell
of tatami straw
and cooking fish created an intoxicating
atmosphere as the house mama-chan
pottered around, serving drinks and
food, and Japanese flew around the
table at 100 miles per hour. Though I
only understood a little of what was
said, I was perferly content to just sit
there and absorb this alien atmosphere,
which few westerners ever see, and
enkai produced some of my most
cherished Japanese experiences.
The most unusual food I ate during my
time in Japan was at enkai; deep fried

crayfish - antenna, shell and tails all
crunched up and swallowed whole.The
egg sac, brain and insides of the
renowned Echizen spider crab, (Fukui’s
most famous food), caught just off its
craggy coast. All manner of sushi and
sashimi (sliced raw fish) platters, cow
intestines, pig
intestines, boiled
The author at fish heads, deep
a typical fried whole stone
enkai venue loach fish and a
spectrum of
unfamiliar
mushrooms and
vegetables.
It was also at
enkai that it
becamed
apparent my coworkers could
speak more
English than they
had previously let
on. Though
alcohol is classed
as a depressant,
it seems to
stimulate the
linguistical lobes
of the brain and
aids the lines of communication and
enkai certainly greased the wheels of
social interaction. With inhibitions
lowered there was no fear of making
cultural or linguistical mistakes; they
would try their tounge at English, and I
would do my best to reply in Japanese.
At enkai I saw a new side to some of
my collegues who at work seemed
unfriendly or unconcerned with me. It
appeared that this behaviour had more
to do with shyness rather than lack of
intrigue. Indeed, they were always very
interested to know my opinions on
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certain Japanese aspects of life, as well
as details of my personal life (“Do you
have a girlfriend? Yes. Is she
Japanese? No. Are you married? No.
When are you getting married?” etc,
were frequently asked questions) and
they also displayed a warm
heartedness and generousity that I had
not witnessed at school; during enkai I
was invited to join my collegues on
fishing and skiing trips, and though
many of these events never came to
fruition, the offers were appreiciated all
the same.
The so called “first party” would
normally consist of three
hours of continuous
feasting and drinking.
Rather than ordering
separate meals,
everybody shared the
same dishes which are
constantly being renewed
and makes for a much
more interesting and social
meal, than every man for
himself.
As the first party wound
down, it would be time to
round up the troops and head on to the
next location for the “second party”. And
after such as huge feast, it only seemed
logical to head out for...well, another
feast, what else? This would normally
be at a local sushi bar, but forget the
image of modern conveyor belts, these
were tiny traditional venues, where an
old sushi samurai would slice and dice
great hunks of tuna, octopus and squid,
and serve green tea, kirin beer and the
finest local nihonshu (rice wine).
Though sushi is now an international
food that can be found even on the

supermarket shelves of Britain, we tend
to get a Westernised, sanatised version
instead of the ikura (salmon eggs)
unagi (eel) or uni (sea urchine gonads)
that are popular in Japan. I was
dumbfounded at the amount of food my
collegues could put away in one
evening, and I have been to enkai
where we ate at three restaurants in a
row!
I always looked forward to enkai as they
were a time to get to know my coworkers better and an excellent
opportunity to practice Japanese in an
informal environment, but the slightly
sad thing was, that no
matter how well I got on
with my collegues the
night before, the
following morning,
relations always
seemed to revert back
to the slightly rigid and
formal nature of the
Japanse school
workplace and no
matter what drunken
crazyenss had
occurred, the previous
night’s antics would
never, ever be spoken of again.
Once I recall returning to the table after
a visit to the toilet to find the kyouto
sensei (vice principal) slumped on the
floor, his glasses lying on the tatami
mat next to splatter of blood.
I’d love to tell you why, but what
happens at the enaki, stays at the
enkai.
Sam Baldwin spent two years as an
Assistant Language Teacher on the JET
Programme, in Ono, Fukui.
This is an extract from his diary.

email: jsofsnewsletter@googlemail.com | JSofS Newsletter Winter/Spring 2009 | www.JapanSocietyofScotland.org.uk 12

Japan Day 2009
This is an invitation from
the Japan Society to join in
the upcoming Japan Day
on May 2, 2009 at
Lauriston Castle,
Edinburgh. This event is
sponsored by the
Japanese Consulate
General in Edinburgh, the
Edinburgh City Council,
and the Japan Society of
Scotland. It is also part of
the JapanUK 150 year
long recognition and celebration of the
first ever Treaty of Amity and
Commerce between the United
Kingdom and Japan.
The Honorary Patron of our Society is
Lord Charles Bruce of Elgin and
Kincardine, direct descendant of the 8th
Earl of Elgin and Kincardine who signed
the Treaty on behalf of the United
Kingdom in 1858. In view of the
significance of the event and of the
year, we were hoping that you might be
willing to take part and present a
display of your activities during the day.
We are planning press coverage
through the Consulate, and hope that
the day might also be an advertisement
and recruiting opportunity for your
Japan-related group.
The event will take place at Lauriston
Castle, Barnton, Davidson's Mains,
Edinburgh from 10.00 am (opening
ceremony at 11.00 am) to
approximately 3.00 pm. Lord Charles
Bruce and the Consul General, Mr.
Kenichi Suganuma will be taking part in
the opening ceremony.

Lauriston Castle

After the opening ceremony, there will
be a tree planting ceremony in the
Japanese Garden in memory of the late
Ian Harkness, former Chairman of the
Council who served the Society well
during his term of office and who was
instrumental in the creation of the
garden.
You would be able to advertise and
promote any aspect of your activities
that would benefit your organisation and
enhance the breadth of the JapanUK
150 programme in Scotland.
If you would like to know more, or are
willing to take part, please contact
Stuart Picken at:
Tel: 017886-8802187.
Email: picken@eikoku.demon.co.uk

Japan day
When: 2nd May 2009, 10am-3pm
Where: Lauriston Castle, Edinburgh
What’s on? Japanese displays,
workshops, exhibitions, food tasting
and more!
A great family day out!
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The Scottish Contribution to Meiji
Period Japan: two footnotes on
intellectual history
By Stuart Picken - Society Chairman
The Scottish contribution to the
modernisation and industrialisation of Japan
is well documented with respect to the work
of figures such as Glover, Brunton, and
Burton who left tangible results behind
them. Less well known is the work of two
Scots whose
writings appeared
Thomas Glover
in Meiji Period
Japan (18681912) and whose
influence was
quite differently
received in each
case. The first
was John Stuart
Mill, and the other
was Samuel
Smiles.
(1) JOHN
STUART MILL
(1806-1873)
Mill is best
remembered as a
moral
philosopher,
economist and
M.P. for
Westminster from
1868-1868. Although Mill was born in
London, his family was Scottish, and his
father, James Mill was a licensed as a
minister of the Church of Scotland. He had a
distinguished career at Edinburgh University
in Greek and in philosophy, and chose to
live in London, becoming editor of the
Literary Review. His History of British India
earned him a post in the East India
Company. His friends included Jeremy
Bentham, with whom he spent a lot of time.
He was involved in the creation of University
College, London.

Perhaps most importantly, was also
responsible for the education of J. S. Mill,
his prodigious son. He began reading Greek
at the age of three and by the age of 14, he
was extensively competent in Greek, Latin,
mathematics and English.
Of Mill's many writings, two were examined
carefully by the intellectuals of Meiji Period
Japan. They were his essays on
Utilitarianism and later On Liberty published
in London in 1859. One of the first of the
leaders of the new Japan to read
Utilitarianism was
Mori Arinori, a
John Stuart Mill founding member of
the Meirokusha, the
group of
progressive
intellectuals who
were an important
part of the
modernisation
process.
Mori (later
assassinated when
Minister of
Education in 1889)
was the first to see
in Mill's work, the
intellectual
foundation for a
modern society.
Like Mill, he took up
the issue of
women's rights, all
be it in a Japanese
way, and criticised the dominant values of
his day as backward and not conducive to
the creation of a modern state. Mori wrote
in an essay of 1872 that "progress can only
be achieved through revolutions and trials,
in as much as such is the law of nature. The
benefits of social revolutions have been
amply experienced by our
people…….especially within the last twenty
years."
These views represent the most extreme
advocacy of Mill's ideas at the time. Most of
his successors were a little more cautious.
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Nishi Amane who followed him made a
translation of Utilitarianism in 1877 that
introduced the utilitarian principle to Japan,
the greatest happiness of the greatest
number as Mill defined it. While positive
about Mill, he was not dismissive of the
Japanese tradition. The logic of his
synthesis helped to produce the concept of
wakon yosai Western Learning with
Japanese Spirit. However, the most
thorough exponent of Mill's ideas was
Nakamura Masanao (1822-1891) who
translated On Liberty in 1868 under the title
‘Principles of
Freedom’.
Nakamura was less
a reformer and
more of a
conservative than
Nishi, and well
grounded in
Chinese thought
which he deeply
revered.
It is necessary to
distinguish between
Nakamura's own
view of Mill and the
influence that Mill's
ideas had in early
Meiji Japan. In his
translated text of
On Liberty there are
various comments
in the margins
written in kanbun,
the Japanese
writing of classical Chinese.
One of great interest appears in relation to
Mill's idea that Europe is on its way to an
ideal future, a concept which Nakamura
describes as a "grave mistake." On the one
hand, Nakamura was introducing the
Japanese to a concept of the modern world
based on the idea of social freedom, but on
the other, a tempering of this by taking a
positive attitude towards the best of the
Japanese tradition.

Mill's thought, however, fell foul of
circumstances, and after the early flirtation
with his thought, there was a mood swing
away from it. One reason was the
superficial use of Mill's work by the Itagaki
group who in the debate on having a
popular elected assembly in effect used Mill
to demonstrate that Japan was still
backward, and that such progressive ideas
were beyond them. Far from supporting
Mill's ideas, it raised doubts about them.
A second factor was the growing confusion
of Mill's work with
Nakamura Masanao European writers
who were more
romantic in their
thinking. Mill was
the victim of the
way in which
philosophy and
literature became
identified in
Japanese thought.
Finally, the
emerging
Japanese political
leadership began
to ask the question
of which society
was closest to
Japan in its
development. The
obvious answer
was Germany, and
from then began
the process of
introducing German thought to the emerging
academic institutions of Japan.
The Anglo-Saxon liberal tradition gave way
to the more authoritarian German tradition.
Mill was replaced by the study of Hegel, and
German jurisprudence became the basis of
Japanese law well into the 20th century.
In contrast to Mill who remains distinguished
in the west but disregarded in Japan there
was the enigmatic figure of Samuel Smiles
largely forgotten in the west, but a thinker of
great influence in Meiji Japan.
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2009 JSofS Events & Related Activities
Japan UK 150 - various events to celebrate 150 years of friendship
between the UK and Japan - running until December 31st 2009
April 09
Religion in Japan by Saeko Yazaki BA Msc
Course provides a bird's eye view of the dynamics of Japanese religious
manifestations including everyday rituals and ceremonies, Shinto,
Buddhism, Confucianism, Taoism, Yin-yang theory, Christianity and
new religions.
Thursdays from 16 April 2009 (6 Weeks) 6:30pm - 8:30pm
£43.00/ £29.00 conc.
May 09
2nd May - 2009 Japan Day (Edinburgh) Lauriston Castle
Japan Day (Glasgow)

The Society
learned with sadness of the unexpected passing of
its Patron, Mr.
James Howat,
late last year.
A full appreciation and tribute
will be published
in the next edition
of the Newsletter.

June 09
Mon 8th - 2009 JSofS AGM
September 09
1st Sept - Art, Artifice and Symbols in Japanese Gardens
Kilmardinny House, Kilmardinny Ave, Bearsden G61 3NN
7:30pm, Members free. Non-members £5.00,
A talk by Marie-Therese Barrett - tutor in Japanese Art History, School
of Oriental & African Studies, London Tutor for British Museum,
NADFAS lecturer and freelance lecturer for Christies, Sothebys, V&A,
etc. Also lectured for the Royal Botanic Gardens, Garden History
Society and Japanese Garden Society.
Tickets are available from Nancy Stevens, Secretary
thestevenses@ntlworld,com 0141 569 5285 1 Pendicle Road, Glasgow
G61 1PU. If you wish them sent to you, please enclose a stamped
addressed envelope.
This is an official Japan - UK 150 event (www.japanuk150.org)
Japanese Garden Tours in Nov 2009 and April 2010
Kristina Taylor is organising Japanese Garden Tours later this year.
Details may change. For updates please visit
www.JapanSocietyofScotland.org.uk
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